
 

 

Sustainability in Design and Practice 
 

 

Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. This is an open access article under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons 

Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

Publisher’s Note: Scilight stays neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations 

Editorial 

Editorial for New Journal “Sustainability in Design and 

Practice” 

King-Jet Tseng  

Singapore Institute of Technology, Singapore 138683, Singapore; kingjet.tseng@singaporetech.edu.sg 
Received: 29 September 2024; Accepted: 8 October 2024; Published: 9 October 2024 

 

In an era marked by unprecedented environmental challenges and rapid technological advancements, the 

importance of Sustainability in Design and Practice cannot be overstated. It is both a responsibility and an 

opportunity for designers, architects, engineers, and practitioners across various fields to reimagine and reshape 

the world in ways that are ecologically sound, socially just, and economically viable. This new journal of 

“Sustainability in Design and Practice” seeks to explore these critical dimensions and ignite a dialogue that 

inspires change and innovation. 

1. The Imperative of Sustainability 

At the heart of sustainability lies a simple but profound truth: our actions today shape the world of tomorrow. 

The environmental degradation we witness—climate change, loss of biodiversity, pollution, and resource 

depletion—is a direct consequence of unsustainable practices that have prioritized short-term gains over long-term 

resilience. As stewards of design and practice, it is incumbent upon us to adopt a holistic approach that integrates 

environmental considerations into every decision we make. This means not only minimizing negative impacts but 

also actively contributing to the restoration and regeneration of natural systems. 

2. Designing for the Future 

Sustainable design is not a mere trend; it is a paradigm shift that redefines how we conceive, create, and 

interact with our built and natural environments. It challenges us to think beyond aesthetic and functional aspects 

and to consider the entire lifecycle of a product, building, or system. From the extraction of raw materials to the 

end-of-life disposal, each stage presents an opportunity to reduce environmental footprints, enhance efficiency, 

and promote circularity. 

Innovative materials, energy-efficient technologies, and adaptive reuse are just a few of the strategies that 

can drive sustainable design. However, the true essence of sustainable design lies in its ability to foster a 

harmonious relationship between human activities and the natural world. This entails embracing principles such 

as biomimicry, which draws inspiration from nature’s time-tested patterns and processes, and biophilic design, 

which seeks to reconnect people with nature through thoughtful integration of natural elements in the built 

environment. 

3. Practice with Purpose 

While sustainable design sets the foundation, it is through conscientious practice that we bring these 

principles to life. Practitioners across disciplines must cultivate a mindset of sustainability, continually seeking to 

learn, adapt, and innovate in response to evolving challenges and opportunities. Collaboration is key; sustainability 

is a collective endeavor that transcends individual efforts and demands cross-disciplinary partnerships, community 

engagement, and transparent communication. 

Education and advocacy also play pivotal roles in advancing sustainability in practice. By equipping the next 

generation of designers and practitioners with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to tackle complex 

sustainability issues, we ensure that the momentum for positive change continues to grow. Furthermore, by raising 

awareness and advocating for policies that support sustainable development, we create an enabling environment 

that empowers individuals and organizations to make a meaningful impact. 
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4. The Role of This Journal 

“Sustainability in Design and Practice” aims to be a platform for thought leadership, knowledge exchange, 

and inspiration. Through rigorous research, case studies, expert insights, and practical guidance, this journal will 

illuminate the path toward a more sustainable future. We invite contributors from diverse backgrounds and 

perspectives to share their work, experiences, and visions, fostering a rich tapestry of ideas and solutions. 

In its inaugural issue, we shall delve into a range of topics that exemplify the multifaceted nature of 

Sustainability in Design and Practice. From exploring the potential of renewable energy sources and sustainable 

urban planning to examining the role of cultural heritage in contemporary design, each article offers valuable 

insights and actionable recommendations. 

5. A Call to Action—Submit Your Manuscripts! 

As you consider submitting your manuscripts to this journal, we encourage you to reflect on your own role 

in advancing sustainability. Whether you are a seasoned professional or a student embarking on your journey, your 

contributions matter. Together, we can push the boundaries of what is possible, harnessing the power of design 

and practice to create a world where people and the planet thrive. 

In closing, we shall extend our gratitude to the authors, reviewers, and editorial team whose dedication and 

expertise will make this journal a reality. We are excited to embark on this journey with you, and we look forward 

to the transformative impact that “Sustainability in Design and Practice” will undoubtedly achieve. 
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